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Commissioner for Pat^ts, 1 
this May 



Brian N. Tul te 



Dear Sir: 

With regard to the above-identified application, the items of information listed on 
the enclosed Form 1449 are brought to the attention of the Examiner. 

This statement should be considered because it is submitted before the mailing 
date of a first Office Action on-the-merits. Accordingly, no fee is due for consideration 
of the items listed on the enclosed Form 1449. 

In accordance with 37 C.F. R. § 1.98(a)(2), a copy of each document or other 
information listed on the enclosed Form 1449 is provided. 

No representation is intended to be made hereby that any of the cited references 
establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie case of 
unpatentability of any claim of the present case. 



Consideration of the items listed is respectfully requested. Pursuant to the 
provisions of M.P.E.P. 609, it is requested the Examiner return a copy of the attached 
Form 1449, marked as being considered and initialed by the Examiner, to the 
undersigned with the next official communication. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ridha M. Hamza 



Dated: 



By his at 



©rney, 




Brian N. Tufte,/Red./No. 38,638 
CROMPTON, &EilGER & TUFTE, LLC 
331 Second Avenue South, Suite 895 
Minneapolis, MN 55401-2246 
Telephone: (612) 677-9050 
Facsimile: (612) 359-9349 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.8: 1 hereby certify that correspondence is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service on the date shown below with sufficientypostage as fir/t :lass mail in an envelope addressed to 
the: Assistant Commissionerjfor Pajeffts, >^a8hii/gto/i, f p,C. 20231, on 
thisQff dav-d f Atonl/ . 200: 



By 



Brian N. ' Aifte 




We are transmitting herewith the attached: 
[X] 



[X] 



Information Disclosure Statement Before First Office Action (37 CFR 1.97(b)), 
PTO Form- 1449 and 21 cited references . 

Please charge any deficiencies or credit any overpayment in the enclosed fees to 
Deposit Account No. 50-0413. 



By: 





Brian IS . Tufte, Reg. jfJo. 38,638 
CROMPTON, STAGER & TUFTE, LLC 
331 Second Avenue South, Suite 895 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401-2246 
Telephone: (612)677-9050 
Facsimile: (612) 359-9349 
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